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Abstract: Mencius and Xunzi are both great Confucian thinkers after Confucius, yet
on popular reading at least they take on divergent interpretations of Confucianism. In
particular they have seemingly contradictory positions regarding the nature of
human beings (renxing A4 or ren zhi xing A\~ %), with Mencius saying renxing is
good while Xunzi saying ren zhi xing is bad. Nonetheless, both of them regard
themselves as stern defenders or even champions of Confucianism of their times. Yet
what are the bases of their self-image of being a true Confucian? What are their
respective conceptions of Confucianism that they endeavor to defend and to further
develop? Are such two conceptions of Confucianism really conflicting, or are rather
complementary? In this paper | compare the two thinkers and evaluate their
contributions to Confucianism. It is hoped that such a comparative study will not only
shed further light on Confucianism but also promote our understanding of Mencius
and Xunazi.



