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Biographical Sketch

Prof. Dr. Markus Gabriel earned both his Dr. phil. (2005) and his habilitation
(2008) at the University of Heidelberg. From 2008-2009 he served as
assistant professor of philosophy at the New School for Social Research.
In 2009 he was appointed as the chair in epistemology, modern, and
contemporary philosophy at the University of Bonn, becoming Germany’s
youngest full university professor in philosophy. Since 2012 he is the director
of the International Centre for Philosophy and since 2017 he is the co-
director of the multidisciplinary Center for Science and Thought (together
with a theoretical nuclear physicist). In addition to his positions at Bonn, in
2020 he was appointed as Distinguished Lecturer of Philosophy and the New
Humanities at the New School where he is also one of the founding directors
of the Institute for Philosophy and the New Humanities. He has held visiting
positions at UC Berkeley, New York University, Paris 1-Panthéon Sorbonne,
the University of Lisbon, the University of Palermo and many other places.

As the 30th incumbent of the Tang Chun-1 Visiting Professorship, Prof.
Dr. Markus Gabriel will ofer a public lecture on “The Meaning of Thought—
Limits of A.1.” He will also give a departmental seminar on “Being Wrong—
Subjectivity and Fallibility.”
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Synopsis

Much contemporary artifcial intelligence (A.l.) research neglects to
investigate the nature of its key object of study: intelligence. In this
lecture, | intend to compensate for this neglect by ofering an ontology
of intelligence so as to determine to which extent A.l.-systems can be
rightly described as intelligent. A.l. research frequently operates with an
“eFciency” sense of intelligence, which associates this property with a
system’s measurable problem-solving capacity. By invoking the thesis of
biological externalism, according to which our mentalistic vocabulary
is essentially tied to picking out behaviors of biological life forms,
I argue that ascriptions of mental properties to non-living systems are
categorially inappropriate, given how relating to a problem space to begin
with necessarily builds on indispensable biological parameters. In this
context, | will argue that A.l.-systems are thought-models, which should
not be understood as thinking-models: it makes no sense to attribute
intelligence to such models outside of the context of our intelligent use of
them for our own problem-solving ends. The actual bearer of intelligence
in A.l.-systems, thus, turns out to be the hybrid human-machine-interface
which is structured by both human use of technology and A.l.-programs.
Finally, I maintain that thought itself is a sense modality, which is bound
to inherently contextual forms of understanding and that these cannot be
replaced by any kind of non-biological A.l.-system.
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Biographical Sketch

The Tang Chun-1 Visiting Professorship honors the memory and
scholarship of Professor Tang Chun-lI, the founding chairman
and frst Chair Professor of the Department of Philosophy of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong and a major fgure in twentieth-century Chinese
philosophy. Born in 1909 in Yibin county, Sichuan, China, Professor Tang
studied at the Sino-Russian University and Peking University before gradu-
ating from Zhongyang University in Nanjing. In 1949, he moved to Hong
Kong, where he co-founded New Asia College with Professors Qian Mu
and Zhang Pijie and soon emerged as a leader in contemporary Neo-
Confucianism. In 1963, upon the incorporation of New Asia College into
the newly formed Chinese University of Hong Kong, Professor Tang was
appointed Chairman of the Department of Philosophy. He retired in 1974
but remained Head of the New Asia Research Institute until his death from
cancer in 1978. Professor Tang wrote extensively on traditional Chinese
philosophy, ethics, metaphysics, Chinese and Western culture, and the
rejuvenation of Chinese culture. His best-known works include Zhong Xi
Zhexue Sixiang zhi Bijiao Yanjiu Ji (Comparative Studies on Chinese and
Western Philosophical Thought) (1943), Zhongguo Wenhua zhi Jingshen
Jiazhi (The Spiritual Value of Chinese Culture) (1953), Renwen Jingshen
zhi Chongjian (Towards a Reconstruction of the Humanist Spirit) (1955),
Zhongguo Zhexue Yuanlun (Treatises on the Origins of Chinese Philoso-
phy) (four volumes in six books, 1966-1975), and Shengming Cunzai yu
Xinling Jingjie (Human Existence and Spiritual Horizons) (two volumes,
1977), which are collected in the thirty-volume Tang Chun-I Quanji (Com-
plete Works of Tang Chun-1) (Taipei: Xuesheng Shuju, 1986-1988).
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University of Michigan
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University of Oxford
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Professor Emeritus, Department of Philosophy;
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Resident Scholar, Institute for Advanced Studies in Hu-
manities and Social Sciences, National Taiwan University
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Distinguished Visiting Professor, Rutgers University;
White’s Professor of Moral Philosophy (1996-2000),
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Professor, Department of Philosophy,
Sun Yat-Sen University
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Sean of Tsinghua Academy of Chlnese Learning;
Professor, Department of Philosophy, Tsinghua University
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University Professor and Silver Professor of Philosophy,
New York University
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Professor of Philosophy, University of Munich;
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Professor of Politics and Philosophy,
University of Warwick
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Professor of Classical Philosophy,

Oxford University
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Wyn and William Y. Hutchinson Professor in Ethics and
Public Life, Cornell University
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Vincent O’Leary Professor (professor emeritus),
University at Albany/SUNY

FRERBAE Lo

Professor, Department of Philosophy,
Capital Normal University
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University
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Distinguished Professor of Philosophy, University of
California, San Diego
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Joseph Chair in Catholic Philosophy, Boston College
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Humanities Chair Professor, Peking University;
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, the University of
Hawai’i
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Professor Emeritus at both La Trobe University and The
Australian National University; Fellow, The Australian
Academy of the Humanities
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University Professor, Chair in Epistemology, Modern,
and Contemporary Philosophy, University of Bonn
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The Tang Chun-1 Visiting Professorship is a new program established by
the Department of Philosophy, the Chinese University of Hong Kong in
2003 through the gracious support of Mr. Raphael Che. The visiting
professorship will bring one to two internationally distinguished philoso-
phers to the Department of Philosophy each year to ofer a one-month, one-
credit postgraduate lecture course on a specialized topic in their respective
areas of expertise, along with a formal public lecture and an informal staf
seminar presentation.

The program aims to enrich the department’s curriculum, stimulate
interest in philosophy in the local community, and provide local students
and faculty the opportunity for extended discussions with distinguished
lecturers from around the world.
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Professor Tang Chun-I (1909-1978)

Founding chairman and first Chair Professor

of the Department of Philosophy, CUHK
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