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Term 1 2025 
PHIL5070/7070: Yin-Yang Zhou through Han Dynasties 

Time: Thursday 15:30 - 18:15 Location: WMY 401 

Course Overview 

This seminar course examines the reception of the concepts of Yin and Yang from the early Zhou 
Dynasty through the Han Dynasty. We will read a variety of texts—philosophical, historical, 
medical—covering different schools—Daoist, Confucian, Legalist, Miscellaneous—to uncover 
how Yin and Yang came to have radically different applications without losing their inherent 
meaning. In doing so, we will both gain a deeper appreciation of these oldest of Chinese concepts 
as well as the texts in which they appear. 

Learning Outcomes 

1. Demonstrate familiarity with the primary and secondary source texts on the syllabus.

2. Gain competence in explaining and evaluating the key concepts and theories addressed in the
course.

3. Be able to articulate and defend a philosophical thesis of their own concerning the issues
discussed in the course.

4. Demonstrate progress in their papers toward mastering the expository and critical skills for
argumentative writing

Topics 

See lecture schedule below. 

Assessment Scheme 

Task Description Due Date Weight 
Research Paper Outline 2 pages Sept 18 10% 

Class Presentations 20 mins each Sept 18, 
Oct 30 20% 

Working Draft of Research Paper All you have written so far Oct 30 20% 
Final Research Paper 15-20 pages Dec 11 50% 

*Note: The use Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools in writing your paper is prohibited.

Grade Descriptors 

Please refer to: http://phil.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/~phidept/UG/Grade_descriptors.pdf 

Recommended Learning Resources 

Will be provided on a case-by-case basis. 

Course Schedule 

Week Topic 
Sept 4 Introduction (Robin Wang’s book) 
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Required Readings: 

Will be uploaded to Blackboard. 
 
Recommended Readings: 

A comprehensive bibliography will be uploaded to Blackboard. 
 
Feedback for Evaluation: 

• Discussion to assess students’ learning progress 

• Teachers’ reflections 
 

Contact details 

Teacher Chai, David 

Office location: Room 422, Fung King Hey Building 

Telephone: 3943 7066 

Email: davidchai@cuhk.edu.hk 

 

Academic honesty and plagiarism 

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to 
the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. 
Details may be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/. With each 
assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these 
policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same 
group should be asked to sign the declaration. For assignments in the form of a computer-
generated document that is principally text-based and submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, 
in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon students’ uploading of the soft copy 
of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded by teachers. Only the 
final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide. 

 

Sept 11 Taiyi Shengshui 

Sept 18 Class Presentation of Paper Outline (20 mins) 
(Submit Paper Outline [1 page] and Bibliography [1 page]) 

Sept 25 Daodejing and Liezi 
Oct 2 Zhuangzi 
Oct 9 Xunzi 
Oct 16 Huangdi Neijing Suwen 
Oct 23 Lunheng (Wang Chong) 

Oct 30 Class Presentation of Draft Paper (20 mins) 
(Submit Working Draft of Paper) 

Nov 6 Congregation (no class) 
Nov 13 Huangdi Sijing 
Nov 20 Chunqiu Fanlu (Dong Zhongshu) 
Nov 27 Huainanzi 

 Final Research Paper due Dec 11 (via email) 


