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Mainstream Chinese Philosophical Thoughts
2025-2026 First Term

Instructor: Dr. WANG Xiaohong (lianwxh@gmail.com)
Period: Wed. 8:30AM -11:15 AM
Location: YIA 505

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course introduces the philosophical thought of Confucianism, Daoism and
Buddhism and thus provides students an access to the roots of Chinese culture. It covers
a wide range of topics and explores Chinese culture in a comparative approach. Other
Chinese philosophical thoughts such as Mohism, Legalism and the School of Names
will also be covered.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to

— Identify the central ideas of major schools of traditional Chinese philosophy and
explain their connections to other major aspects of Chinese culture;

—Understand the historical and cultural backgrounds of Chinese philosophy;

— Evaluate how traditional philosophical thought can inform our conceptions of
Chinese culture;

— Illustrate how Chinese philosophy can be brought to analyze cultural and ethical
issues in the contemporary world.

ASSESSMENT SCHEME

— Class participation and performance (10%)

— Midterm in class quiz (35%)

— Final centralized exam (55%)

Please note students are not allowed to use any Al tools in either midterm quiz or final
exam. Detailed instructions will be given in due course.

GRADE DESCRIPTORS

Grade A

Outstanding performance for all assessments

Grade A-

Generally outstanding performance for all (or almost all) assessments
Grade B

Substantial performance for all assessments

Grade C

Satisfactory performance for the majority of assessments, possibly with a few
weaknesses

Grade D

Barely satisfactory performance for a number of assessments

Grade F

Unsatisfactory performance for a number of assessments


mailto:lianwxh@gmail.com

Please refer to the Department guideline for
details: http://phil.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/~phidept/UG/Grade_descriptors.pdf

LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Class activities and workload
Lecture: 3 hours each week
Out-of-class activities and workload
— Required readings: 2-3 hours per week;
— An average of 2-3 hours each week to review course material and prepare
for quiz and final exam.
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FEEDBACK EVALUATION

— Students are welcome to give feedback to the course at any time by communicating
with the teacher via email, posting comments and questions to CU elearning system, or
meeting with her.

— As with all courses in General Education, students evaluate the course through survey
and written comments at the end of the term.

DETAILS OF COURSE WEBSITE
This course uses CU elearning system (https://www.elearning.cuhk.edu.hk/).
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The teaching materials including lecture notes and PowerPoints are available
at https://elearn.cuhk.edu.hk/.

ACADEMIC HONESTY AND PLAGIARISM

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work,
and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy
and regulations. Details may be found
at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ .

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they
are aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-
based and submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be
issued by the system upon students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment.
Assignments without the receipt will not be graded by teachers. Only the final version
of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.
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