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THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 

General Education (GE) Course Outline 

Course Code/Section:  UGED 1111-H Year:  2025-6 Term 1 

Course Title: Logic 邏輯 

Time/Venue: Thu 9:30-11:15     NAH 213 Course website: Blackboard 

Course Teacher: RIMELL, Nicholas K Email: nicholaskrimell@cuhk.edu.hk 

Office Location: FKH 416  Office Hours: By email 

 
Course overview: 
 
This course is designed to develop the student’s ability to analyze and critically evaluate arguments from a 
logical point of view. It will provide students with a basic understanding of such concepts as reasons, 
implication, validity, and fallacies. Students will learn the logical principles of deductive and inductive 
inferences and the techniques of applying them for determining the validity of arguments. Elements of 
good reasoning from an informal perspective will also be covered. 
 
 
Grade descriptors: 
 
Philosophy department grade descriptor for papers, essay exams, and tutorial presentations: 
http://phil.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/~phidept/UG/Grade_descriptors.pdf 
 
Logic test assessments will be quantitative, with each problem worth a certain number of points and with a 
10-point per letter grade conversion. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
 
1. Acquire analytic skills and a critical disposition. 
2. Grasp the central concepts in classical logic. 
3. Demonstrate familiarity with major proof-theoretic methods. 
4. Translate arguments in ordinary language into symbolic argument forms. 
5. Recognize common valid argument forms. 
6. Identify, classify, and assess arguments in various contexts. 
7. Identify and analyze informal fallacies. 
 
Learning Activities: 
 
In-class: 
1. Review of material / student questions 
2. Review of practice problems 
3. Additional exercises and group activities 
 
Out-of-class: 
1. Reading: 3–4 hours each week on lecture material. 
2. Lecture viewing: about 1.5 hours per week 
 
Weekly Course Schedule and reading assignment: 

Week/Date Topic Required readings/other requirements 
1. 4 Sep Introduction: What is an argument? H&W, §1.1-§1.2 
2. 11 Sep Deduction, induction, and how to 

evaluate an argument 
H&W, §1.3-§1.5 (can skip “Counterexample 
Method” in §1.5) 

3. 18 Sep Informal fallacies H&W, §3.1-§3.4 
4. 25 Sep Categorical propositions: The modern 

standpoint H&W, §4.1-§4.4 

http://phil.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/%7Ephidept/UG/Grade_descriptors.pdf
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5. 2 Oct Categorical propositions: The 
traditional standpoint H&W, §4.5-§4.6 

6. 9 Oct Categorical syllogisms H&W, §5.1-§5.2 
7. 16 Oct Test 1: Basic concepts, informal 

reasoning, and syllogistic logic No new reading 

8. 23 Oct Propositional logic: Introduction H&W, §6.1-§6.2 
9. 30 Oct Propositional logic: Truth tables H&W, §6.3-§6.6 
10. 6 Nov No class (Congregation)  

 
11. 13 Nov Natural deduction in propositional 

logic: Introduction  H&W, §7.1-§7.4 

12. 20 Nov Natural deduction in propositional 
logic: Conditional and indirect proof H&W, §7.5-§7.7 

13. 27 Nov Test 2: Propositional logic No new reading 
 
Required readings and other recommended readings/ learning resources:   
 
Required: 

H&W: Hurley, Patrick J., & Watson, Lori (2018). A Concise Introduction to Logic, 14th ed. Boston, MA: 
Cengage Learning. (Textbook. This book is available at the CUHK bookstore.) 

 

Additional (recommended): 

Barker-Plummer, Dave; Barwise, Jon; & Etchemendy, John (1999). Language, Proof, and Logic. New 
York and London: Seven Bridges Press. 

Bostock, David (1997). Intermediate Logic. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

Restall, Greg (2006). Logic. Montreal: McGill’s University Press. 

 
Assessment scheme:  

Assessment component Description Weight (%) 
 
Unit Test 1 
 

Covers basic concepts, informal reasoning, and 
syllogistic logic 

 
40% 

 
Unit Test 2 
 

 
Covers propositional logic 

 
40% 

 
Participation and in-class 
activities 

Based on preparedness for class, engagement in 
discussion, participation in class activities, and 
work on practice exercises (to be written on the 
blackboard and/or turned in on paper). 

 
20% 

 
Remarks: 

1. In this course, we’re going to employ the flipped classroom method. I will post lecture videos to 
Blackboard. Before class, students should read the weekly material and watch the weekly lecture 
videos. They should then come to class prepared to discuss the material, to ask questions, to work on 
practice problems, to engage in group activities, and so forth. 

2. There will not be new lectures to watch on the weeks of the unit tests. 

3. The unit tests. Each unit test will be worth 40% of the overall course grade and will cover material 
from the unit in question only. (In other words, the tests will not be cumulative.) The tests will be 
done in the classroom on pencil/pen and paper. They will be closed notes, closed book. 

4. Participation (and attendance). For a logic course, practice is very important. Consequently, we 
will devote most of our class time to working through practice exercises and to discussing your 
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questions on the practice problems (as well as on the lectures posted online). You will be expected to 
come prepared with questions, to try your best to answer questions from me and your classmates, and 
to share your answers and work on the practice exercises. (As part of this, you will be expected to 
come prepared to each class, with pen/pencil and paper, along with the reading material.) The 
participation score (20% of the overall course grade) will be based on this. Please note also that, since 
attendance is required for participation, unexcused absences will result in deductions from the 
participation score. Moreover, except in cases of true emergencies, absences will be excused only if I 
am contacted ahead of time. (See the late submissions policy below for details.) 

5. Remark on AI Use: The University categorizes different approaches to AI use in the classroom and 
on assignments. This course adopts the following approach: “Approach 1 – Prohibit all use of AI 
tools. Students are not allowed to use any AI tools in any kind of learning activity or assessment that 
will be counted towards students’ final grade of the course, or used for evaluating students’ 
attainment of the desired learning outcomes. Students are expected to produce their own work 
independently without any collaboration or use of AI tools.” (from the University’s “Guidelines on 
the Use of Artificial Intelligence Tools in Teaching, Learning and Assessments”) Accordingly, the 
use of AI on any of the assignments (tests, practice exercises, etc.) is strictly prohibited and will be 
considered cheating. 

 
Late submission policy: 
 

Assessment task Late submission policy 
 
Unit Test 1 
 

Since this test will occur in the classroom on the date specified, it 
cannot be made up (and missing the test will result in a score of 0 for 
the test) except in the case of a genuine medical emergency (or 
something similarly serious) for which there is official documentation 
(e.g., a doctor’s note). In that case, students must alert the instructor at 
least two days beforehand unless circumstances make it impossible to 
do so. The test must be made up within one week of the initial test 
date. 

 
Unit Test 2 
 

 
Same as with Unit Test 1 

 
Participation and in-class 
activities 

Because this is in-class, an unexcused absence from a class period will 
result in a 0 for the participation/activity score for the day. (And 
significant tardiness will result in a half credit deduction.) Three or 
more unexcused absences will result in a 0 for the 
participation/activities score. For an absence to be excused, students 
must alert (and gain approval from) the instructor at least 48 hours 
before the start of class (except when it is genuinely impossible to do 
so) and must provide official documentation (e.g., a doctor’s note). 

 
 
Classroom Policies and Related Notes 

Appropriate screen presence. I am committed to creating an environment in our classroom that is 
conducive to good discussion. To this end, please use technology in the classroom only for purposes 
specifically related to the current class activity (e.g., consulting the text, taking notes). I ask that you use a 
laptop only if (a) its use is critical to your optimizing your learning experience and (b) you are willing to 
sit somewhere that will ensure that the laptop isn’t distracting to others (i.e., to the side or in the back). Do 
not use cell phones (or leave them out on your desk) in class. (The use of cell phones in class will 
result in a 0 for the participation/activity score for that day.) If you have a special reason why you 
need to use a cell phone in class, please discuss this with me individually beforehand. 

Maintain a welcoming and supportive environment. It is important that we maintain a welcoming and 
supportive environment. Consequently, abrasive comments, derogatory language, etc., will not be 
tolerated. 

Accommodations. I have designed this course with the goal that everyone in it can succeed. I also 
appreciate that there are multiple ways to learn. I would welcome students to discuss with me their 
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learning styles and how we can try to accommodate them in this course. 

My email and meeting policy. I am happy to answer short questions over email, and I am also happy to 
discuss more involved questions in person. But please email me at least two business days in advance of 
when you would like an email response, and if you wish to meet with me in person please email me at 
least four business days in advance of when, at the latest, you’d like to meet. 

 
 
 

Academic honesty and plagiarism: 
Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the disciplinary 
guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may be found at 
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/  .  

With each assignment, students are required to submit a signed declaration (attachment 1) that they are aware of 
these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same group should be 
asked to sign the declaration.  

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and submitted via 
VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon students’ uploading of the soft 
copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded by teachers. Only the final version of the 
assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide. 

 
Feedback for evaluation 
a. The course and teaching evaluation survey will be conducted within the last two teaching weeks of the 

course. Students are reminded of their responsibility and right to give feedback to facilitate 
enhancement of the course. 

b. Students are welcome to give feedback to the course teacher at any time in person or through emails. 
 

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/Eng_htm_files_(2013-14)/p10.htm
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Attachment 1 

Declaration for written assignment 
 
I am/we are submitting the assignment for:  
 
□  an individual project or  
□  a group project on behalf of all members of the group. It is hereby confirmed that the submission 

is authorized by all members of the group, and all members of the group are required to sign this 
declaration.  

 
I/We declare that the assignment here submitted is original except for source material explicitly 
acknowledged, the piece of work, or a part of the piece of work has not been submitted for more 
than one purpose (i.e. to satisfy the requirements in two different courses) without declaration, and 
that the submitted soft copy with details listed in the <Submission Details> is identical to the hard 
copy(ies), if any, which has(have) been / is(are) going to be submitted. I/We also acknowledge that 
I am/we are aware of University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and of the 
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations, as 
contained in the University website http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/. In the case 
of a group project, we are aware that each student is responsible and liable to disciplinary actions 
should there be any plagiarized contents in the group project, irrespective of whether he/she has 
signed the declaration and whether he/she has contributed directly or indirectly to the plagiarized 
contents. 
 
It is also understood that assignments without a properly signed declaration by the student 
concerned and in the case of a group project, by all members of the group concerned, will not be 
graded by the teacher(s). 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Signature(s)       Date 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Name(s)       Student ID(s) 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Course code      Course title 

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty

